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I read this article in my weekly email from the Alban Institute at Duke University. I share it with you
because I think that these questions will help us as we tease out where God is taking us. Jeff D. Jones
is one of our American Baptist Pastors and a former professor at Andover Newton Seminary. Feel free
to start a conversation with me about what you read here.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Curtis

New Questions for a New Day
It’s time to start asking new questions. Better answers to the same old questions about the church
will not get us through the tumultuous times in which we live. This is a time for out-of-the box
thinking. Old questions keep is in the box. New questions invite us to move outside.
Phyllis Tickle, in The Great Emergence, talks about the need for today’s church to have a rummage
sale so we can rid ourselves of all those practices, beliefs and ways of being that are no longer
effective and get in the way of being the church we are called to be.
Many of the questions we have asked for centuries in the church need to be put in that rummage
sale. They need to be replaced with new questions that lead us into new ways of being and doing –
ways that are attuned to the time in which we live.
It’s not that the old questions weren’t valid at one time or even that they have no place in the church
today. Rather, the new questions, if they are the questions that form our approach to ministry,will
lead us to new insights and new learning.
One question that has been asked consistently through the years, and even more so in these days of
declining church membership is, “How do we bring them in?” It would be better for us to ask, “How
do we send them out?”
In these days of changing roles and responsibilities many wonder, “What should the pastor do?” But a
more important question for congregations today is “What is our shared ministry?”

When congregations focus on strategic planning they ask, “What’s our vision and how do we
implement it?” What would happen if they instead asked, “What’s God up to and how do we get on
board?”
When congregations have financial struggles, they ask, “How do we survive?” Instead they might
ask, “How do we serve?”
When congregations think about their mission, they often ask, “How do we save people?” or perhaps,
“How do we help people?” A better question might be “How do we make the reign of God more
present in this time and place?”
There are no “right” answers to these new questions that can be applied to all congregations. Every
congregation needs to live with the questions, because it is only in living with them that new ways
being and doing church emerge. The familiar line from Rainer Maria Rilke in Letters to a Young
Poet can guide us: “Live the questions now. Perhaps you will then gradually, without noticing it, one
distant day live right into the answer.”
If you ask these questions there is no assurance that you’ll find the way to renew, revitalize or
redevelop your church. It may happen. But you may just as likely discover that asking these questions
takes you down a road to some other alternative that you hadn’t even thought of before. What I feel
pretty confident about, however, is that asking these new questions will bring us closer to discovering
what God is seeking from us in this time. I also believe asking these new questions will help ensure
that whatever the future holds for us and our congregations we will be more faithful in the work we
are about right now.And that is a pretty wondrous thing!
Jeffrey D. Jones is a pastor in the American Baptist Church and the author of several books,
including Heart, Mind, and Strength: Theory and Practice for Congregational Leadership. His latest
book, Facing Decline, Finding Hope: New Possibilities for Faithful Churches, will be published by Alban
Books in February 2015.
Happenings at FBC for March:
March 1:
March 5:
March 7:
March 9:
March 12:
March 21:
March 28:

Ash Wednesday service at 7 pm
Community Prayer in the Chapel at 10:30
Beers and Bros at Fiddler’s Elbow at 6:30 pm
ABW Luncheon at noon in the Library
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS!
Inquirer’s Class following Worship
Beers and Bros at Fiddler’s Elbow at 6:30 pm
Council of Ministries at 5:45 pm

Happy Birthday to: Mar 2: Carol Wood. Mar 6: Sandra Clegg. Mar 7: Dustin Trent. Mar 12: Don
Urry, Christopher Nelson. Mar 14: Christian Ellis, Kevin Wood. Mar 18: Peggy Keiffer. Mar 19: Matt
Klassen. Mar 20: Carol Butler-Guilkey. Mar 22: Lily Wood, Audrey Kenyon. Mar 25: Leland
Flinders Mar 27: Bertha Reyes. Mar 28: Bruce Burnett. Mar 29; Carlyn Chester Mar 31: Erika Roth.

Breakfast Help Needed: We need folks to help provide breakfast on the following Sundays:
March 26, April: 2,23 and 30 and May7 and 28.
If you can help please send Dennis an email at office@firstbaptist-slc.org.
THE DAILY BREAD
The March-May issue of The Daily Bread is available on the table near the office. Please pick up your
copy and read it daily especially during Lent as we prepare for Easter.

You are invited to the 2017 Biennial Mission Summit!
The Biennial Mission Summit begins with worship Friday night, June 30, 2017, but events occur
beforehand so be sure to check the Schedule at a Glance for the full event listing. When you register,
you will be asked to select your Mission Summit Conversations Topic, Learning Opportunities, Bible
Study, Meal Events, and more.
WHEN
Friday, June 30, 2017 7:00 p.m. - Sunday, July 2, 2017 9:00 p.m.
WHERE
Oregon Convention Center
777 NE MLK Boulevard, Portland, Oregon 97232
Registration Deadline
Thursday, June 15, 2017
If your church is registered as a Church Sponsor, you will save $100 off of the registration fee. First
Baptist is a Church Sponsor!

Complete details about the event can be found on the website: www.americanbaptists2017.com.
Email MissionSummitRegistration@abc-usa.org with any questions.
Easter Schedule at FBC:
April 9:
April 13:
April 14:
April 16:

Passion/Palm Sunday Service at 11 am
Seder Dinner—watch for the information in the bulletins and eblasts
Good Friday Service at 7 pm
Easter Breakfast served 8:30-10:30 am
Easter Service at 11 am
Reception and Easter Egg Hunt follows Worship

